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Mini-Bio: Stephan Guttinger is a philosopher of biology with a background in 
biochemistry. His research focuses on the ontological, methodological and ethical 
issues raised by the contemporary biomedical sciences. Of particular interest to him are 
questions about the nature of macromolecular complexes, such as genomes or viruses 
(Guttinger argues the latter are processes rather than substances). He is also interested 
in how researchers in the biomedical sciences create trustworthy output, a question that 
has become particularly relevant in the context of the debate about a ‘replication crisis’ 
in the experimental sciences. Guttinger has argued that the issue might be less 
problematic than some commentators think, at least in the life sciences. Last, but not 
least, he is also interested in the ethical implications of recent developments in the 
biomedical sciences. He has looked, for instance, at how the changing understanding of 
entities such as viruses is affecting debates about childhood vaccination. Guttinger is 
also interested in how our picture of the human genome shapes (or should shape) 
debates about the safety of heritable genome editing in humans. Guttinger was 
awarded the Medal of the ETH Zürich for outstanding PhD theses. The title of his thesis 
was “Investigations into RNA export and the NPC biogenesis.” 
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