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Abstract: Trust in statistical conclusions derives from the trustworthiness of the data and 

analysis methods. Trustworthiness of the analysis methods can be compromised by 

misunderstanding and incorrect application. However, that should stimulate a call for education 

and regulation, to ensure that methods are used correctly. The alternative of banning potentially 

useful methods, on the grounds that they are often misunderstood and misused is short-sighted, 

unscientific, and Procrustean. It damages the capability of science to advance, and feeds into 

public mistrust of the discipline. 

 


